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STATEMENT
FROM THE EUROPEAN MOVEMENT IN THE REPUBLIC OF NORTH MACEDONIA (EMMK)

IN REFERENCE TO THE PROPOSAL TO REMOVE THE VETO AND START NEGOTIATIONS
FOR THE MEMBERSHIP OF REPUBLIC OF NORTH MACEDONIA IN THE EUROPEAN
UNION

The European movement in the Republic of North Macedonia, which is an active actor in
the country’s European integration processes for more than three decades, appreciates the efforts
of the European Union, as well as the current efforts of France, to lift the Bulgarian veto and start
negotiations with RN Macedonia for its membership in the European Union. However,
considering the atmosphere among citizens and their concern for the future of the country, we
express certain reservations that mainly stem from the speed with which the Proposal should be
adopted. The entire manner of its presentation (the initial and supposedly modified proposal)
leaves room for doubt and ignites resistance among the people, primarily due to the approach that
creates an atmosphere of urgency (Now or never!).

The official documents published on the website of the Government is a general outline of
the conditions that RN Macedonia has to fulfill. Relying on the statements from the media, that
is, on the statement of the Ambassador of the Republic of France in Sofia that the New French
proposal is actually not new, a position that is confirmed by other Bulgarian politicians who
express satisfaction with what has been achieved. The bilateral protocol enables Bulgarian
conditions to become European, which will give Bulgaria the opportunity, whenever it wants, to
put pressure on Macedonia through Brussels. After all, this could also be heard from the deputies
in the Bulgarian Parliament when they discussed the Proposal adding additional conditions. The
highlighting of the slogan "Macedonia is Bulgaria" is just another important proof in that sense.

Without going into the analysis of the documents that define the negotiation process, we
would point out that the Bilateral Protocol, which is a central segment of the Proposal (still not
officially presented to the public), leaves the Copenhagen criteria on the sidelines, trapping the
negotiations in the circle of issues of history. Bulgaria was the first to recognize the Republic of
Macedonia, but opposes Macedonia to become a member of the EU with its own language, history
and culture - like any other country. This is where the feeling of trepidation comes from, because
the non-recognition leads to thinking that Bulgaria had, and still has, covert territorial claims
towards Macedonia.

Negotiating to change the meaning of historical figures with foreign countries violates
national sovereignty because each country has the right to build its own symbolic corpus (corpus
of meanings) whose main purpose is to maintain continuity between generations. Accepting the
conditions set by the Bulgarian side — which there is no guarantee that they will be final - will
make the process slow and destructive.

Bulgaria's request to include Bulgarians in the Constitution in a situation where Bulgaria
itself knows how many citizens declared themselves as Bulgarians (in the population census



conducted in October 2021) is a fact that indicates that this request is intended to complicate the
political situation in RN Macedonia.

Considering the facts about the dynamics of the European integration process in the
Western Balkans, we can see that the process is complex and very long - even for countries that
do not have bilateral disputes. Strictly burdening the negotiation framework with bilateral
disputes would mean directing resources and energy towards solving problems that will take us
away from the extremely important reform process (strengthening the rule of law, fighting
corruption, dealing with climate change and other important areas). Bulgaria's intention to
exercise control over the negotiation process is obvious.

We welcome the urgent granting of candidate status to Ukraine and Moldova, however,
the European Union should show more interest in the European integration process of the
Western Balkans, accelerating the process of integration into the Union, primarily due to the new
geostrategic circumstances.

Skopje, June 3, 2022



