
Circular Economy: a priority
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Priorities

• In 2018, Skopje was ranked as Europe’s most polluted capital by the WHO 

Ambient Air Pollution Database 

• A big part of that pollution is due to burning waste 

• This is why our initial priority has been to efficiently select our waste 

We start by 

reforming the way 

in which we think 

about what we 

consume, the 

waste we create 

and our 

environmental 

footprint



Practical initiatives

• Encouraging selecting and recycling waste 

efficiently in the country’s biggest public 

university



• Through workshops 

and initiatives 

educating  on the 

benefits of sustainable 

living

Introducing steps to sustainability



Resource efficiency



Potential for circularity

• Electronics

• Vehicles

• Batteries

• Textiles

• Construction



Potential for circularity

• Packaging

• Plastic

• Food



Key action areas



Key action areas



Priority sectors

Biomass & 
Bio-based 
Products

Plastics

Food
Waste

Construction 
& Demolition 

Critical 
Raw 

Materials



Promotion of 
biobased resources 

and support for 
innovation on 
bioeconomy

Strategy on 
Plastics and 

reduction of Marine 
Litter

Common 
methodology to 
measure Food 

Waste

Promotion of the 
recovery of Critical 
Raw Materials and 
exchange of best 

practices

Recovery of 
valuable resources 

and better 
assessment of 
environmental 
performance of 

buildings

Priority sectors



On 11. March 2020 the European Commission adopted a new Circular 

Economy Action Plan - one of the main building blocks of the European 

Green Deal, Europe's new agenda for sustainable growth.

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/new_circular_economy_action_plan.pdf


Innovation & Investment



Lessons Learned Key Novelties

from Horizon 2020 Interim Evaluation in Horizon Europe

Extended association 

possibilities

Create more impact through 

mission-orientation and 

citizens' involvement

Support breakthrough innovation

Strengthen international 

cooperation

Reinforce openness

Rationalise the funding 

landscape

European Innovation Council

R&I Missions

New approach to 

Partnerships

Open science policy

Spreading ExcellenceEncourage participation 

Rules for participation: continuity and simplification



Areas for 

possible 

Institutionalised   

European  

partnerships 
(based on Article 

185/7 TFEU)

Health 
innovations 

Key digital 
and enabling 
technologies

Sustainable 
bio-based 
solutions

EU air 
traffic, 

aviation 
and rail

Metrology

Hydrogen and 

sustainable 

energy storage

Clean, 
connected 
mobility

Innovative 
SMEs



Widening participation/spreading excellence

15 Member States and 9 

outermost regions eligible 

for coordinators

At least 3.3% budget

Teaming ERA-Chairs

Excellence initiatives

Brain circulation

Match-making

National Contact 

Point (NCP) 

Support

Pre-proposal 

checks

Recognition of 

participation

Hop-on

EXCELLENCE
Foster participation

Facilitate collaborative links

Contribute to reducing R&I divide

Twinning COST



The Circular Economy is important for environmental sustainability. 

This is a system built on reduction, reuse and recycling because waste is 

considered a valuable resource. 

Used and broken products can be repaired and used again, some products 

can be reused directly and everything else is recycled. 

The Circular Economy (CE) based on zero waste is a key theme in the 

policies of the European Union. 

The CE Action Plan revised in January 2018 with polluter pay principle and 

aims by 2030, all plastics packaging should be recyclable, degree of 

recycling of municipal waste (55% by 2025, 60% by 2030, 65% by 2035) and 

maximum 10% waste will be disposal on landfills until 2035. 

Zero Waste Project Priority





4. Horizon Europe: 

investing in R&I to shape our future

▪ The vision: 

Jean-Claude Juncker

▪ Tackling climate change 

▪ Helping to achieve Sustainable

Development Goals 

▪ Boosting the Union's 

competitiveness and growth

" a Europe that protects, 

a Europe that empowers, 

a Europe that defends"
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/


Horizon Europe: evolution not revolution

Specific objectives of the Programme

Foster all forms of innovation and 

strengthen market deployment

Strengthen the impact of R&I 

in supporting EU policies

Support the creation and diffusion 

of high-quality knowledge

Optimise the Programme’s delivery for impact in a strengthened ERA

Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemSharing excellence

Pillar 1
Open Science

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

Research Infrastructures

Pillar 3
Open Innovation

European Innovation Council

European innovation ecosystems

European Institute of Innovation 

and Technology

Pillar 2
Global Challenges and 

Industrial Competitiveness

• Health

• Inclusive and Secure Society

• Digital and Industry

• Climate, Energy and Mobility

• Food and natural resources

Joint Research Centre
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Adaptation to climate change, including societal 

transformation

Cancer

Healthy 

oceans, 

seas, coastal 

and inland 

waters 

Soil health 

and food
Climate-neutral 

and smart cities 

5 mission 

areas

Adaptation to climate 
change, including societal 

transformation



Budget: €100 billion*

* This envelope includes EUR 3.5 billion 

allocated under the InvestEU Fund.



The Commission is making available €1 billion under the Green Deal call - the last 

and biggest call under Horizon 2020. The call is designed to respond to the 

climate crisis, provide more protection to Europe’s biodiversity and habitats 

under threat, and accelerate a sustainable recovery.

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/cc10c455-f98c-11ea-b44f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-170722895


The amounts under NGEU for individual programmes shall be as follows: 

•Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) EUR 672.5 billion of which loans 

EUR 360 billion of which grants EUR 312.5 billion

•React EU: EUR 47.5 billion 

•Horizon Europe: EUR 5 billion

•Invest EU: EUR 5.6 billion

•Rural Development: EUR 7.5 billion

•Just Transition Fund (JTF): EUR 10 billion

•RescEU: EUR 1.9 billion

•Total: EUR 750 billion

Goal: 70% to be money landed in 2021 and 2022

More details:

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/45109/210720-euco-final-conclusions-en.pdf

5. Add Covid19 Recovery Funds

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/45109/210720-euco-final-conclusions-en.pdf

